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Silverfish  Insect infestation is one of the agents of deterioration, with organic materials including
books, clothing and wooden artefacts being particularly susceptible to insect damage.
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In the past, the “four companions” were often placed alongside paintings and calligraphy to
help ward off pests
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Newly acquired museum collections are treated with nitrogen anoxia treatment before being stored
in collection rooms. The image below shows a nitrogen fumigation chamber.
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Nitrogen anoxia treatment is an environmentally
friendly method of pest control. By utilising
green and harmless nitrogen gas to force
oxygen out of the fumigation chamber, the
oxygen content could be reduced to below 0.3%.
After 3 weeks, pests will die from the anoxia
environment regardless of their growth stage
(egg, pupa, larva or adult).
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