Display in the Present
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Have you ever wondered why museum galleries are so dark? This is because the energy from
(visible) light can accelerate deterioration and the effect is cumulative and irreversible. The
average illumination level in a working office is about 600 lux. When on display, paper-based works
are generally kept below 80 lux. If the artwork is deteriorated or fragile such as silk painting or
those painted with light-sensitive pigments, the recommended illumination level is below 50 lux.
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